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and the presence of pold and electrum beads In
ihis reard especially important daia derive from
1hie site Areki-1 [Figd), where o complete cluiine
aperiteire is demonstrated {(Fi 51,

The Early Bropze Age (ca. 350003404
2500 2400 cal B corresponds to the period of
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existenve of Kura-Araxes tradilions, represented
b sites soch as Shengavit, Elas, Mokhrablor and
Cregharot, Thit perind witnesses the formation
of a large but wrilorm cultural region, overlap

piﬂg thie terretory of the Berfile Crescent; char-
acterised by the presence of red-black burnished
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i« the appeirance of workshops | Irehosir, Shen-
gavitl and specializsed sites [ Fialetovn, Masgaho
vitl.arich :rpeﬁuin' il meetal artefacts, and the
mass pradaction ad arsermical bronze [s=e helow
J-'J_!,;.-:. 7 &1, Gold (ond alsosiiver) are rore Tnds in
Earty Bronge Age siles,

Pl i Enesadados Tigdster: At ika daribs Thi

The Middle Bronze Age {ca. 24002300
P01 3400 cal B0 1 kawwn i Armenea by such
traakitioms as Lhe Ein.rl'r' h:u.rgan. Trialeti- Yonast
erpr, Sevan-Artskh, Kormir-Berd and Kdmiir
Vank Fraups anml s rfpr;'wnlw,l by ker sitesof
Korashamhb I:FIH. &1, Yanadsar and Lor-Herd.
This period is characierised by caliural diversity,
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Margahaowit, Meghradsor or So1k 2, which were
fcated directly 1 or near metal mines At the
same lime, we also have sitesicemeteries in

which melal and especially precicas metal were
agcumlated le.g Lchashen, Lori Berd and
Karashamh.

Therefure, by considening metal mining and
production in Chalcolithic-and Bronze Age Ar-

memnia, we see it within a comman social net-
wnri:.wh:id'l ennhles us o brace the WAYE I:hrml.gh
which the metal was used and distrituted, The
existence of & clearinfrastructure was the hack-
ground for coltwral refations and fransfer of
knowledge,

On the second level of seclal and cultural
affinities Is the highland zone arowed the lakes
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Two rones can be traced for Mear Eastern con-
tacts An the regiom, passing through two jm-
pusrtuns contact sone: the Lemia Basin™ anad
the Vpper Euphrates reghon'™. At the same flse
the Senthern Caucasian Toute via Dagestan o
Beorth-West Congasos coald hase been essential
bt ghe trapamission of Near Eastern infuenogs
tin e Peorth, and vice versa®™ A rather o Ira-
nianeCendral Asian than Mesopotamian direc-
tion of contacts with Maikop was récently pos-
tulated an the hasis of metal and precious sfone
finds, Chiemical anal isatope chamcieristics of
Chaleolithic meral artefacts (e.g. from Nerkin
Croleclror) suggest that also a Novih-West [ra-
miin ore soiarce could have been wtilized 1a -
duce copper™,

Advances n the mental sphase

Thie use of weight syslems in early cultures is di-
.r-|.'|.H:| vonnected wilth r|||.'1u.||ur31: amil seems to
b “oime of the rador achisvermenis of the hezman
intellec™ . Weiglt syatems ore known in Mear
Eastern socicties af least since the mid-4th mil-
fennlum BE A wrody of corresponcing stone

abjeces aid marulds demonsirates thai alance.

weiphis and thelr masdels conld have been used
withibn the wiler Southern Chucsskan area, tod,
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since the Late {:hillq:q.\]ili'lju.'ﬁaﬁ:.' Bromee Age,
Muoreover, it turne out thot most F-:rnl1|:||.1|:|-' theise
Iealarice weighns - might reflect Near Eastern
wieighl systems s well

The finds of balance weights in metallurgical
watkshops is 2 widespread phenomenon in the
Ancienm Fear East and the Aegean. Simelar con

Jexts are afso knamwvn from sites ol Kure-Arases

relared traditions, sich as Mersuntepe and Ko
cufepe i the Upper Euphmales region®?, Other
evldence feom sites of the same pesiod such as
Iexbvin (R 9 In Armenda denronsinges thal
there were specidl maoukids for cisting copper in-
gos [wieghing ca 540 g = cis | Suieeian mi-
A ap well o axne™ (which cloarly were also
vzl as o mieans of exchange, as reflecied i e
Samerian wosd GIN = “erchinge unir” and “axe”
af the some tme™ ), The megallurgisis of Slen-
gandi amd Garnd workshops were famblier swich
and made wse of models For casting ovalisphen-
donnid forms corresponding 1o the Mesopaon-
meian shekel umit™, Moreover, the foembre plaste:
of the muoulde displays parallels e sphendonedd’
crval balance weights of Barly Bronee Apge Mear
Fastern and Anatolian centres

Advances in the menstal sphere were accom-
panied by @ process of incrpient social organiza-
tinn, avis vizihle r'urﬂ:rlml'lk' i the Ararat Valley,
where settlemenis such as frahait, Mokhrablur,
Shreshblur, Shengavit and Norahats prowe fis
be gpicentres of social transformation®!, These
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changes ase direcily reflected in metallurglcal
developments, as well. Only since the Early
Bromes .F.sr,: d.nﬂ_ metal seem to be an essen
tizl hallmiack of wealth accumulation and trade
jor Kurz-Amxes communities, Investigations
hawe pevealed that arsenic-based metallurgy
was highly developed in the sockety urider con-
sideraticin, with ils ]'r:rn'l'e-.:ﬁlnmJ m-rrnllu.'rglsu
and metaliurgy-orented specialised sites. On
the sther hand, infensive contacts to the Syro-
Mesopotamian and Anatolian-Aegean workis

32 bkt or - 2000,
L3 The hoasd from Din wwan onginally deposiiod i a hil
avar e vlbage 1 wis Eocaveied b B Gasparvan in

are clearly visible, bath In metal arfefact forms
and in their alloys'.

The recent ﬂL'sL'Lw:rg.- in Dvin d & rarad 'l."u.'llu}']
o & Late Chaloolithic hoasd containing 14 cop-
por aafzes wnd doggers (S 15, viewed together
with the cadier known Eorly Brenes Age hoard
from Yerevan {Ararat Valley) of ten flat axes,
ane shaft-hole axe and exght pick-axes o arsenic
bromize, represents the best evidence R traciog
tlee principal ways of wealth accomulatios o an
Arrnerian context ™ The Hmbied typological rep-

01K, Peor the Yerevar hoard, cf, Murtiroswan Momaiss-
kameam 1975
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