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Gregory E. Areshian 

NEOLITHIC AND CHALCOLITHIC (AENEOLITHIC) PERIODS 
IN ARMENIA 
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Aratashen, bone javelin 
and stone axes, 6tli mill. BC 

Masis-Blur, a small axe, 

6th mill. BC 

Ani Pemza, nucleus, 

6th mill. BC 

After the melting of ice sheets of the Earth's last glacial age about 
12,000 years ago, the rise of human civilization began in southwestern 
Asia. Along the coast of the Eastern Mediterranean, i.e. in the Levant, 
and in the foothills of the southern slopes of the Eastern Taurus Moun­
tains along the n01ihern edge of Mesopotamia (modem southeastern 
Turkey), bands of hunters-gatherers built their first permanent settle­
ments in areas especially rich in wild plants and game. Within a millen­
nium or so they started experimenting with the domestication of plants 
and wild animals during the period conventionally known as the New 
Stone Age, or the Neolithic. The natural environment to the north of 
the Eastern Taurus Mountains was quite different. Here, all the way to 
the mountain chain of the Greater Caucasus that separates the Near 
East from the European steppes of what is now southern Russia, the 
terrain is fragmented by chains of high mountains and characterized by 
sharp fluctuations in altitudinal zonality. This is the Armenian Highland 
with multiple isolated niches inhabited by communities that had ample 
opportunities to continue their hunter-gatherer lifeways, but also to ex­
periment with domestication, driven by necessity or curiosity. Hunter­
gatherer economy in such an environment still dominated some regions 
of Armenia throughout most of the Neolithic. Altitudinal zonality had 
stimulated mobility of communities, which, in turn, would have inten­
sified different kinds of intraregional interactions. Another important 
factor characterizing the Neolithic of Armenia was an exceptional rich­
ness of its highlands in obsidian sources. Obsidian from Mounts Arteni, 
Hatis, Nemrut, the Vorotan cluster and other sources was transmitted 
over different routes of exchange all over southwestern Asia and was 
used to manufacture broad arrays of artifacts, from agricultural tools 
to ritual paraphernalia and ornaments. The control and exchange of 
valuable natural resources led to differentiation in wealth and power 
between communities and larger social units. This resulted in the forma­
tion of larger settlements in the most environmentally beneficial areas. 
Clusters of such settlements, appearing around 6000 years BC, on the 
bottom of the Ararat Plain are explored by international archaeological 
projects along the left tributaries of Arax River at the sites of Aratashen, 
Masis-Blur, and Aknashen. These Late eolithic villages consisted of 
densely built agglomerations of houses and other structures that had 
predominantly round or elliptic ground plans with walls built of packed 
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